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Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Exten-

sion Service are open to all people without regard to 

race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national 

origin.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, and the County Commis-

sioners Courts of Texas are cooperating. 
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Presidentõs Message  

 

In February the Hill Country Master Gardeners 

(HCMG) met for the first time in the new Hill Coun-

try Youth Event Center large classroom. It is a very 

nice facility, and we are grateful to the Kerr County 

Commissioners for their generosity, and to Roy 

Walston for arranging for us to use it for our meet-

ings.  
 

At that meeting we reviewed our successes from 2014 

and discussed our plans for 2015. Every committee in 

HCMG is involved with a facet of meeting our goals for the year. I con-

tinue to be amazed at how well everyone pitches in with their talents, 

skills, and enthusiasm to achieve objectives.   
 

The flurry of activity taking place is amazing. The Master Gardener 

Training class has completed eight weeks of training already. The Gar-

dening Basics Series of Public Classes is so popular that there is a waiting 

list to get into them. The Demonstration Garden has a new irrigation sys-

tem in the front beds, and there have been two workdays to get it ready 

for spring.  
 

Planning is underway for a new HCMG youth horticultural education 

project. This project will be part of a cooperative effort with Riverside 

Nature Center and the Kerrville and Hunt school districts. We hope to 

add even more youth programs to our education projects this year.  
 

The big spring event for HCMG is the Blooms and Barrels Sale in April. 

The Greenhouse Committee has already made multiple trips to San Anto-

nio to pick up plants to be grown up for our plant sale. They even made a 

trip to bring back some beautiful geraniums for the Master Gardeners to 

buy. That was a thoughtful and very much appreciated thing to do. 

When all of these plants make their way into the HCMG greenhouse, they 

will need lots of attention. There have been weekly potting parties and 

lots of TLC given to these plants. More is needed, so please sign up to 

help water and care for these plants on the VMS Greenhouse Calendar. 
 

In addition to plant and rain barrel sales, educational programs, the chil-

drenôs activities, demonstration garden tours, and exhibitors continue to 

be part of the event. This year we have expanded the spring event to in-

clude even more exhibitors plus a few vendors. The popular hospitality 

area for volunteers from last year will again be part of our event. Several 

of our members have volunteered to coordinate the various areas and will 

be seeking volunteers to help them. It promises to be a fun event and will 

be successful with all of your help. Watch the VMS Calendar of Events 

for opportunities to volunteer for this and other events this spring.     

                                                                  
Continues on Page 10 

 Patty Zohlen  

   HCMG will meet at HCMG will meet at HCMG will meet at 

1:00 pm on March 4, 1:00 pm on March 4, 1:00 pm on March 4, 

2015 at the 2015 at the 2015 at the Hill           

Country Youth Event 

Center's Exhibit Hall 

(big classroom).           .           .           

The program is a Tour  The program is a Tour  The program is a Tour  

of the HCMG Demo            of the HCMG Demo            of the HCMG Demo            

Garden.                            Garden.                            Garden.                            
Details on Page 6      Details on Page 6      Details on Page 6         



 

HCMG March 2015 Calendar of Events 

 

 

(Attendance at events other than Master Gardener meetings is optional; events are listed for those wishing to                        

attend other educational offerings. Be sure to call and confirm event. We try to limit the listed events to those                           

that would earn our members CEU's but not all will be eligible. ) 
 

Note these addresses for events listed above:  
Butt -Holdsworth Memorial Library (basement), 505 Water St., Kerrville, TX  

Gillespie County Historical Society Meeting Hall, 312 W. San Antonio St., Fredericksburg, TX  
        Hunt Methodist Church, Hwy 39, Hunt, TX  

         Medina Community Center, 13857 St. Hwy. 16 N, Medina, TX  
Memorial Presbyterian Church, 607 N. Milam, Fredericksburg, TX  

   Riverside Nature Center, 150 Francisco Lemos Street, Kerrville, TX  830.257.4837, www.riversidenaturecenter.org                               
Hill Country Master Gardeners, Kerr County AgriLife Extension Office, 3775 Highway 27, Kerrville, TX 830.257 -6568  
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February 21 - Comal County Master Gardener Spring 

Gardening Seminar on Vegetable Gardening in New 

Braunfels. For info/registration go to                             

http://txmg.org/comal/events/seminar 
 

February 24 - HCMG Brown Bagger Lunch at 11:30 am 

at Kerr County AgriLife Ext. Office classroom. Students 

and Mentors are invited to bring brown bag lunches and 

visit.  
 

February 24 - HCMG classroom training session #8 at        

1 pm at Kerr County AgriLife Extension Office class-

room. Our HCMG Education Committee will host our 

Job Fair. 
 

February 24 - Fredericksburg NPSOT meets at Memorial 

Presbyterian Church. Social time at 6:30 pm, program at 7 

pm. Forrest Smith, Director of the South Texas Natives and 

Texas Natives Seeds Projects will give a broad overview of 

the Factors and Limitations Influencing Restoration of         

Native Plants in Texas. Visitors welcome.  
 

March 3 - HCMG classroom training session #9 at 1 pm 

at Kerr County AgriLife Extension Office classroom. 

Caryl Hartman and Deborah Hill-Russell (HCMGs) will 

present Herbs: How and When to Grow Them. 
 

March 4 - HCMG Cmte. Chairs meeting at 10:30 am      

in the Hill Country Youth Event Center's Exhibit Hall 

(big classroom.) Our HCMG monthly program will be    

a Tour of the HCMG Demo Garden next to the AgriLife 

Office.   
 

March 10 - HCMG classroom training session #10 at 1 

pm at Kerr County AgriLife Extension Office class-

room. Anne Brown (HCMG/TMG Specialist) will pre-

sent Rain Water Harvesting. 
 

March 10 - Kerrville NPSOT meets at Riverside Nature 

Center at 1:30 pm. Rufus Stevens, Certified Wildlife Biolo-

gist with Texas Parks and Wildlife will discuss Attracting 

Wildlife to Your Backyard - the Texas Wildscape Program. 

Visitors welcome.    
 

March 11 - Rose Garden Club of Medina meets at Medi-

na Community Center  at 2 pm.  Ernesto Carino, owner of 

Medina Garden Nursery,  will talk about Harvesting and 

Propagating Native Texas Plants. Visitors welcome. 
 

March 17 - Hunt Garden Club meets at the Hunt United 

Methodist Churchôs Activity Hall. Brunch is served at 9:30 

am; program at 10:00 am. Phyllis Muska (Kerrville 

NPSOT) will discuss Those Darn Invasive Plants!  Visitors 

welcome. 
 

March 17 - HCMG classroom training session #11 at 1 

pm at Kerr County AgriLife Extension Office class-

room. Molly Keck, Integrated Pest Management         

Program Specialist, will discuss Concepts of Insects. 
 

March 17 - Kerr County Cactus & Succulent Society 

meets at 7 pm at the Butt-Holdsworth Library (basement) in 

Kerrville. Visitors welcome. 
 

March 24 - HCMG classroom training session #12 at 1 

pm at Kerr County AgriLife Extension Office class-

room. Dennis Hale, Texas AgriLife County Agent Emer-

itus, will present Turf Grass and Landscaping. 

 

March 24 - Fredericksburg NPSOT meets at Memorial 

Presbyterian Church. Social time at 6:30 pm, program at 7 

pm. Visitors welcome.  

 

March 31 - HCMG Brown Bagger Lunch at 11:30 am at 

Kerr County AgriLife Ext. Office classroom. Students 

and Mentors are invited to bring brown bag lunches and 

visit. 

 

March 31 - HCMG classroom training session #13 at 1 

pm at Kerr County AgriLife Extension Office class-

room. Dr. David Appel, AgriLife Extension Plant          

Pathologist, will discuss Oak Wilt. 
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EARTHKINDÈ LANDSCAPING 
A Rose by Any Other Name... 

 By Diane Sellers 

 

Shakespeare aside, have you 
found yourself confused by plant 
labels when shopping at the 
local nursery? Who decides 
which plants get what labels, 
and what exactly do they mean?  
 

Three labels you may come across are GoTexan, 
EarthKind® and Superstar®.   Go Texan, a design with 
a circled outline of the state of Texas, is a designation 
the Texas Department of Agriculture gives to many 
Texas products, from peaches to cowboy boots to  
restaurants. It is a promotional marketing program to 
highlight Texas products. Texas Superstars® are            
designated as Go Texan products. 
 

What then are Superstars®? Texas Superstar® is a 
registered trademark of Texas AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice, and the Superstar®  promotion is a cooperative 
venture of the Texas A&M research department and 
the Texas A&M Extension Service.  Extensive field  
trials are carried out at five locations in Texas in order 
to assure the plants will perform well in all areas of the 
state.  The plants are chosen for this reliability, along 
with reasonable water needs, and the lack of a need 
for pesticide use.  The plants also need to be useful,     
attractive and have little need for extensive soil prepa-
ration.  To assure their marketability to the public, they 
also need to look good in a small pot at the nursery.  
For every Superstar® plant sold, five cents goes back 
to A&M  to support further research and field trials for 
future Superstar identification. 
 

In addition to Texas Superstars®, A&M  also provides 
information on EarthKind® landscaping plants, but, 
with the noted exception of EarthKind® roses, there is 
NO LIST of EarthKind® plants.  Rather, the Earth-
Kind® website matches up plants with the areas of 
Texas in which they are most likely  to thrive.  An 
EarthKind® plant in east Texas might not be one in  

El Paso.  The website is user-friendly, allowing the 
gardener to plug in zip code, type of plant and sun ex-
posure, plus desired color and blooming period.  A list 
of plants that fit the specified criteria pops up along 
with an EarthKind® rating for each.. This index rating, 
1-10,is based on heat, drought and pest tolerance, 
plus soil and fertility requirements based on the select-
ed region. The higher the number, the more resource 
efficient a plant will be in that region, and plants with 
an index of eight or above are considered to be ex-
tremely desirable. By plugging in your selections and 
choosing plants with the highest possible EarthKind® 
ratings, the odds will increase significantly for purchas-
ing plants that will be resource efficient, easy care and 
healthy over the long haul. You can then click on the 
individual plants to see pictures and read more in 
depth descriptions of each. 
 

Twenty-three roses have passed the rigorous testing 
required to become designated as EarthKind® plants 
and therefore, ARE on a list.  All have tremendous 
heat and drought tolerance and do well in almost any 
soil type. No pesticides were used in their testing.  In 
most prepared soils, these roses also need no fertilizer 
as long as they are managed using the Earthkind® 
compost-and-mulch-only approach.  
 

A rose by any other name would smell as sweet,            
especially if it were an EarthKind® Superstar®.  
(Sorry, Shakespeare!)  In a nutshell, Superstars® are 
EarthKind® somewhere in the state. Earthkind® plants 
may be Superstars®, but many are not. The Earth-
Kind® rose designation, however, IS a specific list of 
plants, of which five are also Superstars®.  The Go 
Texan designation means that a plant is a desired 
product of Texas.  
 

If you are still confused or would like more information, 
please visit the following  websites: 
(www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/) 
(www.texassuperstar.com), 
(www.earthkindroses.tamu.edu)  
 
 

http://www.texassuperstar.com)/
http://www.earthkindroses.tamu.edu)/


 

3.  

4.  
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3.  

4.  

BRYAN KEITH SALES IS 

AWARDED HILL COUNTRY 

MASTER GARDENER                     

SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Bryan Sales has been award-
ed a scholarship for the 

Spring 2015 semester at Texas A&M Univer-
sity.  Bryan, a senior who is working his way 
through college, commutes to Texas A&M 
from his home in Elgin.  Sales began his 
studies at A&M in the spring of 2013 after 
transferring from Austin Community Col-
lege.  He has earned a 4.0 grade point aver-
age. 

 

Bryanõs academic advisor at Texas A&M      
offers the following comments:  òBryan is 
pursuing his Bachelor of Science in Horticulture 
with an emphasis in Fruit and Vegetable Crop 
Production.  Bryanõs passion for horticulture ex-
tends beyond the classroom.  He has grown his 
own produce vegetables and herbs as well as rais-
ing chickens, goats and rabbits.  Many of his 
plants have been grown from seed as starts, and 
he has even sold some of his home grown pro-
duce to local restaurants in Austin.  All this high-
lights Bryan as a true horticulturalist. .. The fact 
that Bryan maintains his academics while work-
ing to pay for his education on his own is also a 
significant accomplishment worth noting.ó   
 

His employ-
er states 
òHis attitude 
and work 
ethic has 
spread to 
the rest of 
my staff.ó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bryan is a member 
of Gamma Sigma 
Delta (top 5% of Col-
lege of Agriculture 
students) and Phi 
Kappa Phi (top 7%).  
He is actively in-
volved with the 
Plant A Row project, 
whereby he plants 
vegetables in his gar-
den and grows them 
for the purpose of 
donating them to the 
local food bank.  He 
is currently applying 
to graduate school at 
Texas A&M.   

After attaining a 
Masterõs degree, he 
hopes to work for 
the AgriLife Exten-
sion Service as an 
AgriLife Extension 
Specialist.  He wants 
to help growers and 
horticulture enthu-
siasts put scientific 
advancements to 
practical use.  
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Grasshoppers 

 

 

aȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ 
ǿŀǎ ǇƛǉǳŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ L 
ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƳōŜǊ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ wƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ aƛƴŜǊŀƭ 
{Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎΗ  /ŀǇπ
ǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ Ƴȅ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƳπ

ōŜǊ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ мнр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ 
ό/ǊŜǘŀŎŜƻǳǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘύ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜπ
ǘŀŎƘŜŘ ƭŜƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘ ōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǝπ
ŬŜŘΦ  
 
²ƘŜƴ L ǘƻƻƪ Ƴȅ ŀƳōŜǊ 
ǘƻ ōŜ άǿƛǊŜ-ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘέ ǎƻ 
ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǧŀŎƘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜŎƪƭŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝǎǘΩǎ ǎƻƴ 
ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ
ƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅΗ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ 
ȅƻǳ YŀǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ WŜũ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ όŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ hƭȅƳǇǳǎ 
{ǘȅƭǳǎ ά¢ƻǳƎƘέ ¢D-ур 
ŎŀƳŜǊŀύΗ 
 
DǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ hǊǘƘƻǇǘŜǊŀ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƎƎǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƛƭ 
ƛƴ ǇƻŘ ǇŀŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǘŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ƴȅƳǇƘǎ όǎƳŀƭƭ 
ŀŘǳƭǘǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ  !ǎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǾŀǊȅ  
ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ŦǊƻƳ м ǘƻ м оκп  ƛƴŎƘŜǎΦ {ƻƳŜ Ŏŀƴ ƅȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ 
 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ƎŜǩƴƎ ǎǇƛǘ ƻƴ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘΗ 
 
¢ƘŜ {ǇǳǊ-¢ƘǊƻŀǘŜŘ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊΣ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ-ƘƻǊƴŜŘ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳπ
Ƴƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ 
ŎǊƻǇ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘΗ  LǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŬŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ƳŜŀŘƻǿǎΦ 
¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΣ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƻǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀŘŘŜŘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƻǊ ǊŜŘ ŎƻƭƻǊƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ōƻŘȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀƴŘǎΣ ǎǇƻǘǎ ƻǊ ōƭƻǘŎƘŜǎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ 
ƭƻƻƪ άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎǊƻǇ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ŦǳƴƎŀƭ ƛƴŦŜŎǝƻƴ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǎǘΦ 
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜŎƛƳŀǘŜ ŀ ŎǊƻǇ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƻȅōŜŀƴǎΣ ŀƭŦŀƭŦŀΣ ǿƘŜŀǘΣ ōŀǊƭŜȅ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƎǊŀƛƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ-[ŜƎƎŜŘ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊπ
ƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǇƛƴƪƛǎƘ ƻǊ ƻǊŀƴƎƛǎƘ-ǇƛƴƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 
ƅƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǿŀǊƳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƳπ
ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǘŀǇŜǿƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭŘ-ōƛǊŘ ǇŀǊŀǎƛǘŜǎ 
ǘƘǳǎ ƛƴŦŜŎǝƴƎ Ŧƻǿƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎǳŎƘ 
ŀǎ ǉǳŀƛƭ ƻǊ ǿƛƭŘ ǘǳǊƪŜȅΦ 
 
aȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ όōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŀƳōŜǊύ ƛǎ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛũŜǊŜƴǝŀƭ 
ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊΦ [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ 
ƛƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƭƻǘǎΣ ǿŜŜŘŜŘ 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻǊ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ 
ōŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōǳŘŘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
άŎƘŜǾǊƻƴ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎέ ƻǊ ǎǘǊƛǇŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƛƎƘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƘŜƭǇ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ƛǘΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ м оκпέ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŀǇπ
ǇŜǝǘŜ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƎǊŀƛƴ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴȅƳǇƘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 
ŎƻǊƴΣ Ŏƻǧƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘΦ  
 
LΩƭƭ ŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭŜǊƎȅ ǎǳũŜǊŜǊǎΦ 
¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŀƎǿŜŜŘΗ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Barb Banks 

Grasshopper      

in amber 

Grasshopper      

in amber 

Differential grasshopper.   
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March HCMG Program 
By Barbara Elmore 

 

New drip hoses in the front 

area of the HCMG Demon-

stration Garden, installed in 

the last week of January, are 

the final big pieces of a gar-

den redo that began in 2012.   

In a few short months, the timer-activated, shiny 

new black hoses and orange-and-black bubblers 

will disappear into the mulch and the plants will 

draw the eyes of everyoneðexcept for the dis-

cerning stare of volunteers who maintain both 

plant life and irrigation.  

 

HCMG members who would like to know more 

about the garden and whatôs in it should attend 

the program at the March 4 meeting. Several vol-

unteers will offer brief rundowns on the what and 

the where of the gardenôs contents.  

 

Hereôs a brief review of the Demo Garden ñwhoò-

-committee members whose teaching, by design 

or example, is as effective as formal instruction. 

 

Cindy Anderson. Every season, Cindy shows 

that regular watering, fertilizing and mowing our 

nine grass plots keeps them healthy and makes us 

look wise. This did not happen by chance. She 

researched each variety in our garden, and her  

information, on display in front of each turf plot, 

offers the details. She also is the go-to person 

when the irrigation system springs a leak. 

 

Carol Brinkman. This gardener likes herbs--as 

well as other plants. She could stay busy watch-

ing over herbs alone, but all of the plants in the 

plots adjacent to the turf areas are under her care. 

She prunes, pulls out, replants and tries, along 

with Cindy, to watch over water needs in the       

hottest part of a droughty summer.   

 

Caryl Hartman.  Ask her about cactus. She ap-

preciates the beauty of a Southwest garden and 

sees cacti as our friends. Carylôs vision in one 

portion of the garden is to show that a dry-ish 

slice of land can 

look graceful and 

even lush. She and 

her team gathered 

ideas for a design 

that flows naturally 

from the more    

watered portions of 

the garden to the 

more-arid.  
 

Barbara Stidham. 

Her area is the front 

of the Extension 

building, the first 

and sometimes only 

garden that people 

see when going inside. Barbara agreed to take it 

over, and last year two volunteers began helping 

with planning and maintenance. This part of the 

garden is transforming; watch for new things in 

2015. 

  
Anne Brown. Always there with advice, a tool or 

her truck, Anne is an invaluable member of our 

DG committee, even when she is doing five other 

things simultaneously. Members know what I 

mean.  

 

Pat McCormick. Pat is not a member of the DG 

committee, but her fingerprints are all over the 

irrigation renovation. She has instructed volun-

teers twice on drip installation, and we have got-

ten better at it each time. Although enthusiastic 

weeders who forget that the vinyl lines are be-

neath the mulch or turf have damaged main lines 

and drip lines, Pat has taught us not to fear drip 

irrigation, and how to lay it out for maximum im-

pact. ñSimple!ò she claims, and although it does 

look simple once installed, it would not be so 

without her instruction. 
 

We will do our best to show you whatôs new.   

Have questions? Bring them to the Demo Garden 

Tour/Program March 4.   
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January Work Day   

A sunny winterôs day brings out HCMGs eager for some gardening prep work. 

 

  
ċDemo Garden Chairman Barbara Elmore and volunteer Cindy      

Anderson prune back cold-damaged perennials next to the exten-

sion office.  

  

 

 

ČFrom left, 

volunteers 

Theresa   

Hardin and 

Vickie Killeen 

help                

Greenhouse 

Chairman 

Sandy Lewis 
patch gaps        

in the           

greenhouse 

walls.   

  

 

                                                                                                                                       

ĎAnne Brown replaces warped boards on the greenhouse plant tables.  

  

                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

ČDrip Irrigation 

 Specialist  

Pat McCormick 

installs a new               

irrigation system 

in the beds  

outside the           

extension office. 
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