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      President’s  

        Message  
 

How long has it been since you read 

your profile on VMS?  Most of us filled 

ours out when we were student appli-

cants or new Master Gardeners; young, 

headstrong, impulsive.  (And our pic-

tures.  Oh boy, when I took a look at 

mine I thought, “Good golly!  That face 

would stop a clock!”  Jim Latham, get 

out your airbrush.  I’m heading your 

way.)  But I digress.  The main reason I get 

to be President this year and you don’t is because I said right on my pro-

file how much I like to boss people around and show off.  I’m a natural.  

Mickie Cunningham, our new Special Projects Chairman, plans to comb 

through our profiles in an effort to match up volunteers with the field 

work she oversees.  The project coordinators rarely have enough help; in 

fact, most of our chairmen would like to identify volunteers with whom 

they may share their passions (well, up to a point, that is).  Even if you’re 

just starting out and your objective is to learn more about, say, water 

catchment, propagation, composting, landscaping, working with children 

to encourage an interest in growing vegetables, there’s a chairman look-

ing for you.  Should your ambition be to do nothing more than sit and 

watch the grass grow, Cindy Anderson will snap you up to tend the turf 

display in the demonstration garden. For those of us who aren’t able or 

don’t wish to engage in physical work, there are many things to dig in 

other than dirt.  Our organization has a huge buffet of administrative and 

public relations jobs.  Take a browse, be our guest.  We’re about commu-

nication with the public.  We reach them through our speaker’s bureau 

(you can choose your subject, specify times and locations convenient to 

you) and information booths at Market Days, county fairs, Riverside Na-

ture Center, expositions.  We’d like to rejuvenate our research/help desk 

to encourage more calls from Hill Country residents.  If you prefer to 

work behind the scenes, how about directing announcements to the me-

dia in your county (we already have a list of contacts; all you have to do 

is pass the information along).  You can assemble seed packets or make 

photocopies for our booth coordinators.  

It’s a brand new year for HCMG. Update your profile, expand your hori-

zon, and give yourself the opportunity to live up to your potential.  Go 

ahead and airbrush your photograph, but most of all, pitch in and show 

the Hill Country that we’re more than a bunch of pretty faces. 

HCMG  will meet on         
February 1, 2017 

 

Location: AgriLife 
Building Classroom  

 

Noon - Networking/
Open Forum        

1:00 - Meeting  
2:00- Program  

 
Beth McMahon, 

“Preparing the Winter 
Landscape for maxi-

mum show in Spring” 

Jackie Skinner 

President 
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HCMG 2017, Calendar of Events   

Attendance at events other than Master Gardener meetings is optional. We list events for those wishing to attend other 

educational offerings. We try to limit the listed events to those that would earn our members CEUs, but not all will be 

eligible. Be sure to call and confirm event. 

January 20, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 
Fredericksburg, 12:10-12:50 p.m. Beth McMahon, Horticul-
ture Agent, will present “Raised Beds [for vegetable garden-
ing] – Your Answer to No Soil.” $10/class (register in ad-
vance or at the door) or $20 for all nine classes (you must 
register in advance at the office or by calling 830.997.3452). 
See other tentative topics on the HCMG website homepage. 
Gillespie County TAMU AgriLife Extension Office 

 

January 24, NPSOT Fredericksburg, 6:30 p.m. social, 
followed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Bill Lindemann, board 
member of Hill Country Land Trust representing Gillespie 
County, and Kim and Pam Bergman, owners of a ranch near 
Stonewall, will discuss how conservation easements can 
help landowners protect their native plants and wildlife habi-
tat. Memorial Presbyterian Church. Visitors welcome. 

 

February 1, Hill Country Master Gardeners, 12:00 p.m. 
general meeting, 1:00 p.m. monthly meeting. Beth McMah-
on, Gillespie County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Agent-
Horticulture, will present a program on preparing your winter 
landscape for maximum show in the spring. Hill Country 
Youth Event Center. HCMGs.  

 

February 2017 HCMG trainee classes, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, February 2-28, 9:00 a.m.-Noon and 12:30-3:00 
p.m. Login to members section of HCMG website for com-
plete list of class descriptions and times. Hill Country Youth 
Event Center. HCMGs welcome. 

 

February 7, NPSOT Boerne, 6:30 p.m. social, followed by 
the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Rufus Stephens, TPWD district 
leader for the 25-county Edwards Plateau Wildlife District, 
and Jan Wrede, former director of education and citizen 
science at the Cibolo Nature Center, will discuss their new 
book: Attracting Birds in the Texas Hill Country - A Guide to 
Land Stewardship. Cibolo Nature Center Auditorium.  
Visitors welcome.  
February 8, Rose Garden Club of Medina, 2:00 p.m.  

Andrea McGilvray, Former Chef and Event Planner for Lost 
Maples Winery, will present a program on Choosing, Plant-
ing and Care of Fruit Trees and Berries for Your Backyard. 
Medina Community Center. Visitors welcome. 

 

February 9 and 10, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice, PACE Building, Gonzales.  Monte Nesbitt, AgriLife 
Ext Specialist, will moderate Home Fruit Specialist-Southern 
TX to prepare MGs to assist homeowners in selection, cul-
ture and protection of the fruits commonly grown in southern 
Texas landscapes (USDA Hardiness Zones 8B & warmer). 
Jan 20 deadline for registration. Fee: $185. Registration 
form, details at: http://www.gonzalesmastergardeners.org  

 

February 14, NPSOT Kerrville, 1:30 p.m. George Cates, 
current manager of Native American Seed consulting and 
land management operations, will present a program on 
native plant seeds and native plants for pollination. River-
side Nature Center. Visitors welcome. 

 

February 17, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 
Fredericksburg, 12:10-12:50 p.m. Beth McMahon, Horticul-
ture Agent, will present “Spring Garden Prep” (for vegetable 
gardens). See January 20 event page entry for cost and 
registration details. Gillespie County TAMU AgriLife . 

 

February 21, Hunt Garden Club. 10:00 a.m. Wendell Bing-
ham, member of the Kerr County Cactus & Succulent Socie-
ty, will present “The Wonderful World of Cacti.” Hunt United 
Methodist Church. Visitors Welcome. 

 

February 21, Kerr County Cactus & Succulent Society, 
7:00 p.m. Program TBA, Butt-Holdsworth Memorial Library. 
Always confirm date time and location. Visitors welcome. 

 
February 28, NPSOT Fredericksburg. 6:30 p.m. social, 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. Beth McMahon will present a program 
on native plant restoration, focusing on the successes and 
failures of parallel programs in TX & Grand Canyon National 
Park. Memorial Presbyterian Church. Visitors welcome. 

Addresses for Events Listed Above 

Butt-Holdsworth Memorial Library, 505 Water Street,  

Kerrville 

Cibolo Nature Center Auditorium, 140 City Park Road, 

Boerne 

Gillespie County TAMU AgriLife Extension Office, 95 

Frederick Road, Fredericksburg 

Hunt United Methodist Church, 120 Merritt Road, Hunt 

Hill Country Youth Event Center, 3785 Highway 27,  

Kerrville 

Medina Community Center, 13857 State Hwy 16N, Medina 

Memorial Presbyterian Church, 601 North Milam Street, 

Fredericksburg 

PACE Building, 623 N. Fair Street, Gonzales 
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The meeting was held at the Kerr 
County AgriLife Extension office 
classroom-Fifty four members were 
present. 

President, Jackie Skinner, called 
the meeting to order at 1 pm. Diane 
McMahon lead the members with 
the pledge of Allegiance. Patty 
Zohlen gave the invocation  

Quorum was verified.  

The minutes of the December meet-
ing were approved. Anne Brown 
moved to accept the minutes and 
Debra Rosario seconded and the 
motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Jackie Connelly provided the out-
going treasurer, Debbie Bass’, 
Treasurer’s Report for December 1-
31, 2016 

OLD BUSINESS 

Name Badges: Our name badges 
will be updated to reflect the name 
change to Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service  and the new Texas 
Master Gardener logo.  Two sample 
badges will be presented to the 
membership to choose a badge 
style. 

Service awards: The Roadrunner 
award and certificates of apprecia-
tion presented to those members 
not present at the Christmas party 
meeting were distributed. 

A thank you note from the Ronald 
McDonald House for ―tabs‖ collect-
ed and presented on behalf of the 
membership was read.  

A thank you note from the 2016 Vol-
unteer of the Year, Patty Zohlan, 
was read. 

NEW BUSINESS 

-Beth McMann, Gillespie County’s 
Horticulture Extension Agent, spoke 
about the ―local‖ milkweed seeds 
that would be available through the 
UT - Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 

Center to prospective milkweed 
growers for the butterflies.  She will 
provide more information as it is 
received. 

-The greenhouse will be open the 
3rd week of January with potting 
parties in the works. Email notifica-
tion will be sent once the schedule 
for potting parties has been final-
ized. Greenhouse watering sched-
ule will begin in February—
volunteers needed for a brisk water-
ing schedule. 

-Pam Umstead informed us of hap-
penings at the Glory Community 
Garden: the water catchment sys-
tem has been funded with a grant 
from The Community Foundation of 
the Texas Hill Country that will be 
matched with funds from UGRA. 
UGRA has also asked if HCMG 
would help in developing a land-
scape plan for their facilities. Volun-
teers will be needed for this project.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

-Members can sign up on VMS for 
the scheduled 2017 classes being 
offered at the Hill Country Youth 
Center – large classroom. Sign-ups 
will need to be done 1 week ahead 
of time to accommodate seating for 
everyone and assure copies of 
handouts are available. Blooms and 
Barrels is scheduled for April 8th. 

-2nd Saturday-Beth McMann has 
also requested that CEU events in 
Fredericksburg be announced in our 
weekly eMinder. 

- A VMS change to member hours 
reporting was explained. Only the 
2017 hours will be shown in the de-
fault view—members will need to 
change the date settings at the top 
of the screen to reflect the hours 
reported for 2016. (example: to see 
your hours posted for 2016 you will 
need to change the date to 
1/01/2016 through 1/31/17 to cap-

ture both last year’s and this year’s 
hours.) 

-New Committee Chairs/Positions             
announced:  

 Editor ―Of Leaf and Limb‖ - Pat 
Wolters 

 Photographers-Jim Latham and 
Barbara Hunter 

 Programs Chair-Raeann Reid 

 Special Projects-Mickie Cun-
ningham 

 Market Days Chair-Jerry Chris-
tensen 

 Real County Publicity Coordina-
tor-Don Walzel 

 Temporary Kerr County Publici-
ty Coordinator-Ronda McIlvain 

 New IT Committee Chair-Debra 
Rosario. 

-IT Committee was created to main-
tain our computers and software, 
and audio-visual equipment. Debra 
Rosario will be in the extension of-
fices on the 2nd and 3rd Wednes-
day’s of the month from 9-12am. 
Training for computer and audio 
visual equipment will be available 
during Debra’s office hours. 

-A ―Bring a plant/Take a 
plant‖ (plant exchange) system will 
be started in lieu of door prizes.  

ADJOURNMENT 

1:30pm. 

PROGRAM 

Trena Cullins with the Plant Haus 
spoke about plant issues in the Hill 
Country. 

Hours Earned: 1 hour networking/1 
hour Monthly meeting/1 hour CEU  

Respectfully submitted, 

Lydia Jones, Secretary 

 

 

Hill Country Master Gardeners Monthly Program and Business Meeting 
January 4, 2017 



 

3.  
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3.  

 

 

  Being the Special Projects Coordinator for the last six years has been 

fun, enlightening, rewarding, and educational.  Connecting skilled and 

generous volunteers with deserving nonprofit organizations is a win-win-

win all the way around! 

As most of you know, I love to teach about composting and vegetable 

gardening.  That's why three of our community projects have increasingly 

captured my heart: the Special Opportunity Center, the Glory Community 

Garden and the Riverside Nature Center’s field trip days for Kerrville's 

fourth graders.  I’m drawn by the dear people at each location as well as 

by the hands-on gardening and opportunities to share my passions. 

You will still find me teaching composting to new MG students and other 

groups. You will still find me encouraging novice vegetable gardeners, 

such as those at the Early Childhood Educa-

tion Center.  Thank you Mickey Cunningham for assuming special projects 

administrative duties so I can go play in the dirt! 

 Mickie Cunningham is the new Special Projects Chairman.   I retired 

in 2015 from GE Oil & Gas where I was the U.S. tax controller. This posi-

tion basically required preparing the annual U.S. tax return utilizing about 

400 people worldwide. That meant adhering to a very strict schedule and 

making certain everything was covered, consistent and documented in 

writing. In the last several months of working with Chris on Special Pro-

jects I find that several of these skills are transferable to Master Garden-

ers. It is my intent to meet each Special Project supervisor at their site and 

review the original intent of the project as well as current status of it. I 

would like to see a one stop calendar/VMS that will show what CEU clas-

ses are available not only in Kerrville but in any of the counties Hill Coun-

try Gardeners service along with complete info on the Special Projects. I 

am very new to gardening - never having had the time to plant a garden in 

Houston since that time fell during tax time. I have enjoyed all the camara-

derie of this group and all the garden knowledge they are so willing to share. I look forward to being 

able to contribute in 2017 to make this an outstanding year for Hill Country Gardeners.  Please let me 

know if you have any suggestions or are willing to help with a project.  

 

               Pierre Vinet receives 2016 Roadrunner Award 

The class of 2016 was given a challenge at graduation to be the first to 

complete the required hours to become certified as a Texas Master Gar-

dener and become the first recipient of this award.  This was a new chal-

lenge and will continue as a tradition for future classes. Pierre received a 

Roadrunner Trophy to cherish for the next year.  When the 2017 class 

graduates, they will be challenged to strive for this award. When the time 

comes to pass the trophy on, the 2016 recipient will pass it on to the 

2017 recipient.  There is also a wall plaque in the MG office at the 

AgriLife Ext Building which will proudly display the names of the winners. 

Mickie Cunningham 
 

I don't quit when I'm tired -  

I quit when I'm finished. 

Pierre with Debra Rosario 

Chris Seifert 
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 Meet the new Vice President, Wil Rolfe 
   
 I was born in Colorado, grew up and went to undergraduate 
school in Topeka KS. I studied in France for a year, then went to 
California for graduate work in French and Romance Linguistics. I 
began teaching at the University of Washington in Seattle, but the 
last 35 years of my career were spent at the University of Montana 
in Missoula. When I retired I headed to the Hill Country in search 
of sun, and have been here nurturing sun-loving succulents for the 
last 10 years.  

Kelly Conrad Simon will be presenting on Texas Wildscapes at the first trainee 
class on the afternoon of Feb 2, 2017 from 12:30 to 3:00 pm 

 

Texas Wildscapes was developed by Texas Parks and Wildlife in 1995 to assist 
Texans in creating landscapes that are both visually appealing and attractive to ap-
propriate wildlife.  By providing the elements of habitat (food, shelter, and water) in 
their gardens, Texans can attract an exciting variety of birds, butterflies, frogs, and 
lizards and bring the beauty and vitality of nature home.  
 

Kelly Conrad Simon has been with Texas Parks and Wildlife since 1995 and currently serves 
as the Urban Wildlife Biologist for the Central Texas area.  Her projects generally involve the 
topics of native planting and wildlife habitat, exotic invasive plants, native wildlife including 
songbirds and woodrats, and engaging urban students of all ages in the study of nature. 

Kelly has coordinated the Texas Wildscapes Backyard Wildlife Habitat program and the Texas Hummingbird 
Round-up with Texas Parks and Wildlife, and is the author of Texas Wildscapes: Gardening for Wildlife.  Her MS 
degree was earned in 1995 at Emporia State University (Kansas) and her BA was earned in 1992 at Southwest-
ern University (Georgetown, Texas). 

Kelly Conrad Simon 

                                                            Notes from the Editor  
 
First, I want to thank Eleanor Baldwin for the knowledge she shared with me 
about Publisher and newsletter production and most importantly for her time 
and patience.  I hope I can maintain the high standards she set.  My goal is 
to get more of you involved in the newsletter.  
What can you do in 2017 for Of Leaf and Limb ? 

 Read the newsletter! For those of you who have trouble accessing it 
online, I plan to bring a copy to our monthly meetings. 

 Send me suggestions on how the newsletter could be improved. 

 Write an article, a poem, a story. 

 Send me a recipe you use with your garden produce. 

 Take a picture of just about anything….if it interested you, I bet others will 
be interested too! 

 Write up how you resolved an interesting gardening problem. 

 Send me an update on your work projects. 

 Proof read the newsletter before publication—I need help with punctuation, grammar, format.  If you have 
an eye for detail, volunteer to review the newsletter before it gets sent out. 

Thank you,  
Pat              Contact information   830 377-9234         patwolters2865@hotmail.com 

Editor reading “Of Leaf & Limb” to  her 
3  grandchildren 
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New Year's Resolution—A Different Angle 
Let's work together to get the following done. 

from Howard Garrett, the Dirt Doctor  
(Submitted by Carol Hartman) 

 

Get rid of Roundup. This is the most prevalent toxic pesticide to get rid of. It has been 
marketed brilliantly as a "safe product that doesn't last in the environment" but that's not 
true. It has been linked to Parkinson's, Alzheimer's, cancer and autism in children, among 
other health problems. Here's just one document containing important data 
Glyphosate - New Study: http://www.texasorganicresearchcenter.org/organic-research-
page/Glyphosate-New-Study-showing-Adverse-Human-Health-and-Environmental-
Impacts_vq12752.htm 
but there is much more on TexasOrganicResearchCenter.org 
http://texasorganicresearchcenter.org 
 
Teach the world how to plant trees properly. Almost all trees are planted incorrectly the-
se days. The most serious violation is that they are planted too low in the ground. Here are 
the details on how to plant properly and solve the problem. Planting Trees Properly 
https://www.dirtdoctor.com/garden/Planting-Trees-Properly_vq334.htm 
 
Fix trees that have been planted too deep. The extremely high percentage of shade 
trees, ornamental trees and especially fruit trees can be saved and brought into healthy 
conditions by removing the soil and mulch from the flares and fixing the circling and gir-
dling roots. Root Flare Management  
<https://www.dirtdoctor.com/garden/Root-Flare-Management_vq616.htm>. 
 
Use natural-organic products on all food crops and home sites. The Basic 
Organic Program is the approach that works better in every way. 
https://www.dirtdoctor.com/garden/Organic-Program_vq1619.htm 

 
The Dirt Doctor requests that you share this newsletter with everyone in your address book 
and all your friends on Facebook and 
Twitter to help him spread the word on 
organics. 
https://www.dirtdoctor.com/garden/New-
Years-Resolutions-A-Different-Angle-
Newsletter_vq12789.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
, 
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          The Language of Flowers  by Pat Wolters     

   In Victorian times, the language of flowers was used to convey romantic expres-
sions.  This Valentines  Day think about what the flowers you send or receive are 
saying. The information for this article was obtained from the novel, The Language of 
Flowers, written by  Vanessa Diffenbaugh.  For this novel she used the flower dic-
tionary: The Floral  Offering: A Token of Affection and Esteem; Comprising the Lan-
guage and Poetry of Flowers, written in 1851 by Henrietta Dumont. Ms. Diffen-
baugh found that many of the flowers had  different meanings, i.e. the yellow rose 
appears as jealousy and also as infidelity.  This prompted Ms.  Diffenbaugh to review 
several flower dictionaries: The Fower Vase by Miss S.C. Edgarton, Language of 
Flowers by Kate Greenaway, The Language and Sentiment of Flowers by James D. 
McCabe, and Flora’s Lexicon by Catharine H. Waterman.  With the information 

obtained from reviewing these books, she selected the definition that best fits the science of each flower.  I’ve listed 
some of the meanings but for a complete list go to her novel. 

Aloe Vera...Grief 

Alyssum...Worth beyond Beauty 

Amaryllis...Pride 

Aster...Patience 

Azalea...Fragile & ephemeral passion 

Baby’s breath...Everlasting love 

Bachelor’s button...single blessedness 

Basil...Hate 

Bay leaf...I change but in death 

Begonia...Caution 

Bird of Paradise...Magnificence 

Blackberry...Envy 

Black-eyed Susan...Justice 

Bougainvillea...Passion 

Cactus...Ardent love 

Camellia...My destiny is in your hands 

Carnation, pink...I will never forget you 

Carnation, red...My heart breaks 

Carnation, striped...I cannot be with you 

Carnation, white...Sweet and lovely 

Carnation, yellow...Disdain 

Chrysanthemum...Truth 

Clematis...Poverty 

Columbine...Desertion 

Coreopsis...Always cheerful 

Cosmos...Joy in love and life 

Daffodil...New beginning 

Daisy, Gerber...Cheerfulness 

Daylily...Coquetry 

Delphinium...levity 

Dianthus...Make haste 

Dogwood...Love undiminished by adversity 

Eucalyptus...Protection 

Evening primrose...Inconstancy 

Fern...Sincerity 

Fern, maidenhair...Secrecy 

Fig...Argument 

Forsythia...Anticipation 

Freesia...Lasting friendship 

Fuchsia...Humble love 

Gardenia...Refinement 

Geranium, oak-leaf...True friendship 

Geranium, pencil-leaf...Ingenuity 

Goldenrod...Careful encouragement 

Grapevine...Abundance 

Hibiscus...Delicate 

Holly...foresight 

Honeysuckle...Devotion 

Ice Plant...Your looks freeze me 

Impatiens...Impatience 

Iris...Message 

Ivy...Fidelity 

Jasmine, Carolina...Separation 

Jasmine, white...Amiability 

Lantana...rigor 

Larkspur...Lightness 

Lavender...Mistrust 

Magnolia...Dignity 

Marigold...Grief 

Mistletoe...I surmount all obstacles 

Morning Glory...Coquetry 

Moss...Maternal love 

Narcissus...Self-love 

Nasturtium...Impetuous love 

Oleander...Beware 

Pansy...Think of me 

Peppermint...Warmth of feeling 

Periwinkle...Tender recollections 

Petunia...Your presence soothes me 

Phlox...Our souls are united 

Pink (Dianthus)...Pure love 

Poinsettia...Be of good cheer 

Poppy...Fantastic extravagance 

Purple Coneflower..Strength and health 

Raspberry...Remorse 

Redbud...Betrayal 

Rose, moss…Confession of love 

Rose, orange...Fascination 

Rose, pale peach...Modesty 

Rose, pink...Grace 

Rose, red...Love 

Rose, white..Heart unacquainted with love 

Rose, yellow...Infidelity 

Rosemary...Remembrance 

Sage...Good health & long life 

Snapdragan...Presumption 

Spirea...Victory 

Stonecrop...Tranquility 

Sunflower...False riches 

Thrift...Sympathy 

Thyme...Activity 

Trumpet Vine...Fame 

Tulip...Declaration of love 

Verbena...Pray for me 

Vetch...I cling to thee 

Violet...Modest worth 

Wallflower...Fidelity in adversity 

Water lily...Purity of heart 

Wheat...Prosperity 

Wisteria...Welcome 

Yarrow...Cure for a broken heart 

Zinnia...I mourn your absence 

http://www.fabulousflowers.biz/images/uploads/casanova_valentines_bouquet_fabulous_flowers_oxford_abingdon_(2).jpg
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BUILDING AN ORNAMENTAL GARDEN 
 

DESIGN & CONTRUCTION STATUS OF THE ENTRY GARDEN 

Introduction:  Shortly after moving onto our property twelve years ago, Edith 

and I built a large steel barn between the house and the road for privacy, gar-

age space, workshop space and storage. To soften its appearance, we added a 

berm between the road and the barn with the entrance from the road opposite 

the garage. If, instead of entering the garage, you turn left and drive around the 

barn, you come upon a parking area that faces a small garden between the barn 

and the house.  This is the entry garden and our intention was to make it as in-

viting as possible for guests coming from the parking area to the house and, at 

the same time, have it relate to the main garden on the other side. This month I 

want to show this garden’s foundational design and its current construction 

status. 

Foundational Design: Again, as with the main garden, 

we planned to use native or adapted plants, automated 

drip irrigation and minimum lawn area, all to conserve 

water, and to build protective walls to exclude deer.  At 

the same time, we built peripheral raised-walkways to 

provide easy wheelchair traverse between the house 

and the barn and a ramp for wheelchair access the 

parking area and garden.  Instead of the originally 

planned central fountain, I’ve replaced it with a speci-

men Yucca Rostrata (Spanish Dagger) planted in a cir-

cular raised bed where the fountain would have been. 

The top-right illustration gives a plan view of the entry 

garden’s foundational design, the photograph in the 

middle-right shows its current state of completion and 

the bottom-right illustration shows the design of the 

front raised-walkway gates, the double ironwork main 

gate and the walls between these gates.  Even at this 

stage of development, the effectiveness of the Yucca as 

a central focus is evident.  The back protective wall is 

built of Austin limestone, like the house, but in the 

front, the Smart-Siding walls are like those of the main 

garden. The three raised-walkway gates are similar in 

construction to those of the main garden, but without 

the arbors. 

Bob O’Connor 
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Hill Country Veggies   
 

February 2017 

By Allen Mace 

Here it is, the middle of win-

ter.  This is turning in to a non-

typical winter.  It’s been rela-

tively warm, most of the time.  

This should have been a good 

year for the winter vegetables 

that I like to grow this time of year but, it was not 

meant to be.  Most winter crops will adjust as the 

temperatures begin to decrease.  Most leafy veggies, 

as well as most of the cabbage family, will survive 

frost or even a light freeze.  Most of these winter 

crops will harden up as the night and day time tem-

perature begin to get lower.  With day time temps in 

the 60’s or 70’s and night time temps dipping into the 

40’s or 30’s, the plants will become adjusted to these 

temperature swings, thus able to survive a lite frost 

now and then.  

This year things have not been so 

gradual.  We’ve had two hard 

freezes so far.  On both occasions, 

at my house, I’ve gone from the 

mid 70’s in the afternoon down to 

the mid 20’s the next morning.  

The first time this happened, it 

knocked my cilantro and kale back 

pretty good.  I was not sure either 

would come back.  After a few 

days they both were showing good 

signs of recovery.  A few weeks later 

we had another hard freeze, 

but this time I’m afraid both 

will not make it.  I do detect a 

bit of new growth with the 

cilantro but I doubt I’ll make 

too much of an effort to save 

it.  I think I’m done with my 

attempt at a winter garden this 

year. 

I may be finished trying to grow anything this winter, 

but that doesn’t mean there’s nothing to do.  Late 

fall, early winter, I start getting seed catalogs from 

different companies.  I do have the old standby varie-

ties of vegetables that produce year in and year out.  

I’m always interested in reading about new varieties 

and sales catalogs are full of interesting information, 

just remember, they are trying to sell you something.  

I’ve been going 

through this 

year’s catalogs 

and a few new 

vegetables have 

caught my atten-

tion.  There’s an 

okra called Hill 

Country Red that 

claims to be a 

Texas heirloom that I 

would like to try this summer.  There are some inter-

esting beets, turnips and carrots that are very color-

ful.  These I might try in next year’s fall garden.  It’s 

always fun to try something new, now and then. 

This is also a good 

time of year to 

start working your 

soil, getting it 

ready for spring.  

My growing sea-

son starts most 

years in mid-

March.  Because the 

weather has been so unpredictable this year, I may 

not be so quick to get started this early.  I remember 

back in the mid 90’s, I had a freeze in the middle of 

April.  I had started early that year and lost every-

thing. 

The weather in the Texas Hill Country is always 

throwing something at us.  Wide temperature swings, 

blistering hot summers and hail storms in the spring 

are all things to be dealt with when gardening in The 

Texas Hill Country.  It is never easy, but it is always 

interesting. 

Cilantro 

Kale 

Catalogs 

Information 



 

 

Hill Country Master             

Gardeners 2017          

Executive                    

Committee 

 

Jackie Skinner 

 President 

 

Wil Rolfe 

 Vice President 

 

Lydia Jones                    

Secretary 

 

Jackie Connelly 

 Treasurer 
 

Debra Rosario 

 Ex-officio Advisor   

       

Roy Walston                        

C.E.A. Advisor 

 

 

Committees &           

Project  

Coordinators are 

listed on our             

website 

 
 

 

 

Newsletter & Website 

 

Newsletter Editor                  

  Pat Wolters  
 

Event Page Editor 

Raeann Reid 

 

Columnists 

Barbara Banks, Barbara 

Elmore,  Caryl Hartman,  

Allen Mace,  Allen Noah & 

Bob O’Connor 

 

Photographers -  

Barbara Hunter 

Jim Latham 

 

 

Webmaster - Debra Rosario 

 Web Assistant -  

Diane Boerner 

 

Submissions to                                         

patwolters2865@hotmail.com  

Or 

 HCMG2002@outlook.com 

 

Of Leaf & Limb                                                         Page 10 

UGRA Funds Rainwater Harvesting at Glory Community Garden 

 

In December 2016, the UGRA Board of Directors unanimously approved to 

contribute $2,220 in matching funds to the Glory Community Garden for a 

rainwater catchment system. Earlier last year, the Glory Garden was awarded 

a grant from the Community Foundation of the Texas Hill Country to pay for 

half of the estimated $4,440 for a rainwater catchment system. The 2,500  

gallon rainwater catchment system will collect water from the roof of the  

garden center to be used for irrigating the vegetables and the landscaping. The 

system will also serve as an educational tool to encourage others in the  

community to adopt rainwater harvesting which is an excellent example of 

stewardship of our Hill Country's most precious resource: water 

 

On January 16, 2017, UGRA Outreach and Education Committee Chair,  

Diane McMahon, and UGRA Vice-President, Bob Waller, were on hand to 

present the check to Reverend Allen Noah along with other members of the 

Glory Community Garden 2017 Planning Group. “UGRA is pleased to award 

a $2,200 grant to install a rainwater harvesting system in the Glory Garden. 

We’ll look forward to seeing it in use by community gardeners,” said 

McMahon. 

Left to right: John McCalla, Chris Seifert, Sabrina Richardson, Rev. Allen 

Noah, Pam Umstead, Lydia Jones, Diane McMahon, Clifton Fifer, Bob 

Waller, Afred Flores, Lala Flores, Laura Rhodes, and Sylvia Lewis 


