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Gardening is something you learn by doing - and by 
making mistakes.... Like cooking, gardening is a  

constant process of experimentation, repeating the 
successes and throwing out the failures.”  

    
- Carol Stocker, gardening writer 

 

As I sit at my computer on Friday the 13th contemplating the subject for my 
monthly article, my mind wanders to all the cares of this world….the  
coronavirus, the stock market plunge, the current political rhetoric, rising 
prices, the scarcity of toilet paper, my grandchildren, what I’ll make for 
dinner…..I can’t help but think, I’d rather be digging in the dirt and  
dreaming of a successful vegetable garden or the first blooms of my  
zinnias!  A few days ago, I ran across an article of common garden myths 
perpetuated by our southern mothers.  It made entertaining reading, so I 
thought since I can’t present a bunch of lovely flowers to my readers, I’d 
share a few myths to perhaps lighten the current mood of both myself and 
my readers. 
 

The following are excerpts from the Southern Living website: 
 

“Plants Grow better if you talk to them.” 
Give it a Try – When we talk or sing to our plants, we release carbon  
dioxide with our breath.  This encourages the plant to convert it to oxygen, 
which in turn produces more growth. Of course, there is no concrete  
evidence that this really works but, if you enjoy talking out problems 
(when nobody is around to talk back) or joyfully singing while working in 
your garden, how can that be a bad thing? It may really be more therapy 
for you than your plants, but 
if it feels good, do it! 
 

Sweeten you soil and  
tomatoes with sugar or  
baking soda.  Don’t Bother – 
Gardeners are always on the 
lookout for tips or tricks to 
help them grow the best 
tomatoes. But adding sugar 
or baking soda to the soil 
isn’t the way. The sweetness 
of a tomato is determined primarily by the type of tomato and photosyn-
thesis. They cannot acquire sweetness from soil.        Continued on page 10                                                          

President’s Message 
Rachel Garrison 

 

 

As a precaution due 
to the 

Covid-19 virus 
The monthly 

Meeting  
of the 

HCMG for 
April 1, 2020 

Is  
CANCELED 

https://www.southernliving.com/garden/syndication-a-new-study-says-gardening-is-just-as-good-as-going-to-the-gym
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/tomato-growing-mistakes
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/tomato-growing-mistakes
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                Spring has Sprung     Photo Credit: Pat Wolters 

First Day of Spring is March 19, 2020 

Above: Saucer Magnolia with white tulips 
Below: naturalized daffodils along  

Upper Turtle Creek 

Above: container tulips at Magnolia Market at  
the Silos in Waco- below: Cross vine 
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                     Hill Country Veggies 
 
                              By Allen Mace 
 

   Living the dream, trying to survive the great TP shortage of 2020.   
I guess I really don’t need to get started on that tangent. 

 
On a happier note, spring has finally sprung, I think.  I just checked my 
Mesquite Tree and its starting to leaf out.   I never put the garden in 
until I see green on the Mesquites.  I have lots of seedling growing out 
and ready to go. 
 
 
This year I’ve started 

several herbs.  Just the usual sus-
pects, parsley, rosemary, orega-
no, thyme, dill and a few others.  
I picked up a bundle of onions a 
bit late.  I plan to grow these out 
as green onions.  I got a tip at 
Plantastic this year about  
growing garlic for the greens.  
They are already up and looking 
good. 
 
 I have a new toy this year, It’s an AeroGarden.  This is a self-contained unit that 
starts seedlings in a water container with a grow light above.  Its one of these, 
grow herbs year a round on your countertop, things.  I’m using it to start my  
 tomato seeds.  These are the Cherokee Purple tomatoes that I saved seeds from   
 last year.  This will be the 2nd generation.  I will be transplanting them into bigger 

                                   pots soon.  I have some other tomatoes and herbs that will be going into the  
   garden soon as well. 
 

I found a new variety of yellow 
summer squash that is supposed to 
grow its fruit on a single upright 
stalk.  Supposedly this should make 
it easier to see the fruit in order to 
pick it before it gets too big.  This 
too, we shall see. 
 

That’s about all that I’m up to for 
now.  Things should be blowing and 
going in the garden next month, and 
hopefully the shelves will once 
again be full at the local grocery 
store. 

AeroGarden 

Herbs 

Garlic 

Transplants 

AeroGarden 
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          Intentionally Attracting Deer to your Yard 
                    By Beth McMahon, Horticulture Agent 

 

Usually when one plants a landscape in the Texas Hill Country, it’s desired for it to be 
white tail deer resistant. Well, what if you wanted to watch the white tail deer in your 
backyard, but didn’t want to put out corn and attract other less cute wildlife, like hogs? 
Fortunately there are plants, aside from planting your vegetable garden without protec-
tion, that a deer is sure to visit your landscape to consume and if they don’t, look good in 
your landscape besides.  
 
Deer prefer eating forbs, which are broadleaf weeds. 

Browse, which includes trees and shrubs, are their next favorite. Grasses are the lowest on 
the preferred food list.  This is why landscaping with grasses is usually a good option for white 
tail deer resistance. On the other hand, if you are trying to plant your landscape for deer your 
lawn is not going to be as tasty to them as what is in your flowerbeds. 
 

Penstemons are a good native plants that deer love to eat. If no 
deer come to your yard, you get a beautiful flower too. There are 
two native choices, the Hill Country Penstemon or the Prairie 
Penstemon. The Hill Country Penstemon has magenta flowers 
and the Prairie Penstemon has large pinkish white tubular flow-
ers.   These two flowers can cross, so if you prefer one or the 
other, just plant one species. 
 

Another forb of choice is Maximillian sunflower. It has a small sunflower head, but multiple flowers 
on a tall stalk with long strap-like leaves. This plant gets tall, so put it in the back or middle of a 
flowerbed. Avoid planting it up against a house.  Where you put it should be its permanent spot, 
because when it gets established it is difficult to move. If the deer leave it alone to finish flowering 
the seeds will feed songbirds as well.   
 

Deer typically don’t like open spaces, so if you want to plant some brush that they will enjoy, try kidneywood or rusty blackhaw. 
Kidneywood has clusters of white flowers with fernlike leaves. It is evergreen and caliche tolerant. It may be difficult to f ind in 
the nursery trade.  Rusty blackhaw has clusters of white flowers in the spring. It has beautiful fall foliage. The fruit is small and 
purple, looking similar to raisins. Birds too enjoy the fruit. It can become a small tree if it survives the deer long enough. Now if 
you want the deer to eat for a while, you may have to cage these plants to let them regrow.  You also may have to cage them 
to get them to established. Otherwise the deer are going to strip them down and kill them. Likewise, make sure that enough of 
your landscape is planted with deer resistant things so that when the deer get finished 
with those plants, they aren’t going to eat your entire landscape. With any shrubs you 
plant make sure to protect the trunks.  

 
Questions, please feel free to send 
them to me via email to Eliza-
beth.mcmahon@ag.tamu.edu. 
 
Deer photo by Beth 
 
Pictures of plants from Lady Bird 
Wildflower Center 

 

Hill Country Penstemon 

Prairie Penstemon 

Maximillian Sunflower Kidneywood 
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HILL COUNTRY MASTER GARDENERS SCHOLARSHIP IN  
HORTICULTURAL STUDIES 2020 – 2021 ACADEMIC YEAR 

PURPOSE: Hill Country Master  Gardener  Association (HCMG), a non-profit, trained volunteer 
organization, a component of Texas AgriLife Extension Service, promotes  
volunteer education and service to the community.  As part of our mission, HCMG is  
offering two $2,000 scholarships in horticultural science for the 2020 – 2021 academic year.  It is our 
intention to provide financial support to two undergraduate or graduate  
students at Texas A&M, Texas Tech, Tarleton State or Stephen F. Austin State  
Universities. 
 
ADMINISTRATION: General administration of the HCMG Scholar ship is under  the  
direction of the Scholarship Committee of HCMG, who will evaluate all scholarship  
applications.  An interview may be required.  Application is due by 31 May 2020. All  
applicants will be notified of selection decision by 30 June 2020 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: The applicant must: 
1. Be pursuing a degree in the horticultural sciences. 
2. Be a full-time student in one of the four Universities listed above.  Full-time is defined as 12 hours 
for undergraduate and 9 hours for graduate students, or as defined by their University. 
3. Be at Junior level (60 hours) or above, with at least a 3.0 GPA. 
Be a Texas resident. Preference will be given to students who are residents of Kerr,  
Kendall, Gillespie, Medina, Real, and Bandera Counties.  If none apply, then any student who meets all 
other criteria will be considered. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Each award will be paid in two installments: $1000 at the beginning of the fall semester and $1000 at the 
beginning of the spring semester.  The recipient is required to maintain an overall GPA of at least 3.0 
and be a full-time student during each semester covered by the award.  Proof that the recipient has met 
these standards will be required before the second semester scholarship installment is disbursed. 
 
HCMG, Inc. reserves the right to 
withhold unpaid portions of the 
scholarship if the recipient fails to 
meet the requirements listed above.  
Recipients may apply for subsequent 
scholarships. 
 
Carl Luckenbach chairs the  
Scholarship Committee.  Contact him 
with your questions.  
 
Application can be found at 
www.hillcountrymastergardeners.org 

 
 Magnolia Market  

at the Silos 
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HCMG Monthly Business Meeting 

March 4, 2020,  
Kerrville County AgriLife Classroom 

Call to Order-Rachel Garrison called the meeting to 
order 
Pledge of Allegiance- Led by Jerry Clark 
Invocation-Led by Patty Zohlen 
Verification of Quorum-Verified by Donna Nutt 
Approval of February 5, 2020 minutes—Approved 
as presented 
Executive Committee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report- Jackie Connelly presented 
the report. There were no question or comments. 
She then reported current cash outflow exceeds 
cash inflow currently but expects that to turn 
around after the B&B sale. 
Standing Committee Reports 
Demo Garden – Jackie Skinner was absent.  No 
report was given 
Education –  Donna Bellis reported that the new 
students earned their first volunteer hours Tuesday, 
March 3, 2020.  The stu-
dents worked in the demo  
garden and greenhouse for 
approximately one hour.  
Rachel Garrison added 
that those present would 
receive another hour for 
attending today’s business 
meeting. 
Green House – Janelle 
Dahms/Fernando Gonzalez- Fernando Gonzalez 
stressed the need for volunteers to increase  
successful B&B sale, especially on April 9, 10, and 
11 for Spa Day, Moving Day, and Sale Day.  The 

greenhouse now has 1295 
plants. There will be no 
more pot parties  
scheduled but there will 
be more gallon pots  
purchased. The March 
watering schedule is up 
on the VMS calendar.  
Fernando praised the  
students for assisting 

with the watering and reminded everyone that  
volunteers MUST notify  Janelle Dahms or  
Fernando if unable to follow through on sign ups.  

Fernando reported some yellowing of leaves and 
stressed the importance of testing soil moisture 
with water meter to avoid overwatering. Fernando 
also reminded members and students to continue 
removing spent blooms and to report any insect  
issues to Vicki Killeen and 
the greenhouse  
committee. Jane Rackley 
requested volunteers at 
Spa Day to help with  
Garden Shed.  Rachel  
Garrison reminded  
members that carts and 
wagons are needed and 
can be delivered on  
Moving Day.  She also 
mentioned boxes big 
enough and strong enough to hold one gallon pots.  
Donna Nutt asked if carts and boxes can be 
dropped off early. Rachel Garrison said yes but 
they need to be clearly labeled with owners name.  
Rachel mentioned that an HCMG green cart and 
coffee pot are missing. 
Logo Wear-Debbie Bacon reported she is  
accepting orders for logo wear with the new logo as 
she does twice a year, once in the fall and again, 
prior to the B&B sale.  Orders must be  
accompanied by cash or check.  Debbie Bass  
mentioned that B&B sale day volunteers are  
provided with an apron and any students  
volunteering will receive an apron as well in a  
different color. 
Membership-Liz Althaus-Liz reported 2020  
membership cards were available at today’s  
meeting.  She also reported background checks 
have been sent in. 
 
Public Programs – Ray Tiemann- Jackie Connelly 
reported for Public Program chair, Ray Tiemann, 
an excellent turnout with 63 individuals attending 
the February 29, 2020 Fruit and Nut Tree Symposi-
um, including 15 students and 10 presenters and 
committee members.  Appreciation was expressed 
for the excellent snacks provided by Linda Proffitt, 
Jackie Skinner, and the hospitality committee. 
 
Continued on page 7 
  
 
                                                                              

Fernando Gonzalez 

Donna Bellis 

Jane Rackley 

Photo Credit: 
Mark Shultz 
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Publicity – Tina Woods- Tina reported that  
advertising for B&B starts soon. Pam Umstead 
asked about flyers and Tina said there are flyers 
available and Jackie Connelly mentioned they are 
available on the weekly e-minder. Rachel Garrison 
mentioned that NPSOT has reported having had a 
successful Easter weekend sale in the past. Anne 
Brown reported hearing an ad on Ranch Radio. 

Location for April meeting-Rachel Garrison  
reported the April general business meeting will be 
in the show barn April 1.  Meeting will begin with 
11:30 am graduation ceremony, followed by 12:00 
pm pot luck lunch, and the meeting will commence 
at 1:00 pm, followed by CE  
presentation. 

Rachel Garrison reported that Angela Fielder is 
encouraging members to participate in the Walk 
Across Texas event.  Sign up sheets were passed 
and Jeannie Hoverson reported all sign up sheets 
were taken. Participation can be individual or 
teams up to 8 participants. 
 
New Business-  
Announcements 
San Antonio Zoo Tour-March 1-2:30 pm 
Blooms and Barrels Sale – April 11, 2020 
(All Hands on Deck, wagons and boxes needed) 
Spa Day – April 9 
Move Day – Apr 10 (wagons helpful) 
State Conference, May 12-14, 2020 
HCMG Membership Handbook-Patty Zohlen 
reported the manual which was emailed in January, 
was recently updated and will not be emailed again 
but is available online. 
HCMG Master Gardener Handbook orders-
Rachel Garrison reported on a one time good deal 
through HCMG and the extension office.  Books 
purchased individually through TX A&M cost 
about $115.00 including shipping.  If the extension 
office orders them the books are $82.00, including 
shipping.  Orders are being accepted through April 
1.  A sign up sheet was passed around.  Payment is 
also due by April 1, preferably by check, made 
payable to HCMG.  Cash is accepted but must be 
given to Jackie Connelly directly. 
Badges-Jackie Connelly- Jackie reported badges 
are available with new logo for $8.50.  Students in 

the 2020 class do not need to pay for their badges. 
 
Glory Community Garden Fundraiser-Pam  
Umstead. Pam reminded the membership of the 
Cowboy Breakfast fundraiser on March 7, 2020, at 
9 am.  Great breakfast is 
served, including breakfast 
tacos. Pam also reported the 
San Antonio Zoo is offering a 
free tour to promote the zoo’s 
recent horticultural upgrades.  
Tour is scheduled for March 
26, 2020 from 1-2:30 pm.  A 
sign up sheet was passed.  Sign 
up list is due Mid March. 
 
Project of the Month- Bandera County Library 
Jan Grimes reported on the Bandera County  
Library project. Jan reported on the history of the 
project from its inception in 2002 as an approved 
project for HCMG Master Naturalist Group, 
through the 2012 redo, which focused on planting 
native and adaptive plants.  Jan, a member of the 
library board, joined the garden project in 2010.  
There are no set workdays.  Workdays are  
scheduled as needed.  In 2019, the library received 
an expansion grant, some of which was spent to  
remove a large, cement encircled live oak.  The 
tree posed a safety risk and was safely removed, 
making room for new plantings.  Future plans  
include placing plants tags and providing outdoor 
opportunities to share gardening with children 
through the expanding Storytime activity provided 
by the library as well as outreach opportunities 
with community.   
 
Sue Hall reported that a 
Winter Texan visiting the 
library once gave her 
seeds to plant there. 
 
The meeting ended with a 
story by Trudy  
Boardman about her visit 
to an Arizona mission 
where she was able to  
 
 
 
Continued on page 11                                    

Pam Umstead 

Sue Hall 
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Vegetable Day at Annual Training Class 
Clockwise from top: Vegetable Specialists, Allen Mace and Lydia Jones presenting on seed 
saving; great facilitators, Jerry and Terrie Clark; Connie Townsend presenting on Tomatoes 
and Donna Bellis showing students how to use row covers. Presenters not pictured: Beth 
McMahon and Pat Wolters.   Photo Credit: Pat Wolters 

 
 

As a precaution 
due to the  

COVID-19 Virus, 
all HCMG classes 
have been put on 

hold. 
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Meet the New Secretary of HCMGs 
 

Donna Nutt is an Air Force brat married to a former F16 and airline 
pilot. She is a retired accountant, certified Zentangle Instructor and 
licensed heirloom sewing teacher. There are many Aggies in her 
family including herself, her husband, two of their children and her 
father in law. 
 
She has 11 grandkids: 4 in Odessa, 3 in Salt Lake City and 4 in  
Fayetteville, N.C. She loves listening to Audible while traveling back 
and forth to see her grandkids. 
 
Donna loves indoor plants.  She is new to gardening outdoors and currently grows veggies in livestock 
troughs. She has many interests: sewing, knitting, all kinds of puzzles, making altered books, journals 
and playing with her grandkids. 
 

 

       Vegetable and flower raised beds at the Magnolia Market at the Silos in Waco, Texas 
Why can’t this be MY garden?                                                                   Photo Cr edit: Pat Wolter s 
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President’s message continued from page 1 
 

Bury Banana Peels in Your Garden 
Give it a Try - Bananas contain potassium that are necessary for some plants, such as roses and ferns. 
Bury the peels just below the surface where they will quickly rot and add humus to the soil. 
 

Plant Potatoes (or Beans, etc.) on Good Friday 
Don’t Bother - While many gardeners still believe that you should plant your potatoes on Good Friday, 
this is hard to follow since the date changes every year. 
One year the weather may be too cold to plant on 
Good Friday and another year it may already be too 
warm.  A better rule of thumb is to plant potatoes 
when spring is in full swing and there is no risk of frost. 
 

Repel Flies with Pennies in a Water-filled Bag 
Give it a Try - Have you ever been seated at an outdoor  
restaurant and noticed baggies filled with water and 
pennies suspended from the awnings?  While there is 
no scientific evidence that backs this up, many people 
claim it works. One idea is that since flies have many 
eyes, they see lots of potential predators in the  
reflection of the water and the coins and are scared 
away. Hang some bags around your next outdoor party and test this theory for yourself. 
 

 If You Can Sit on the Ground Bare-legged,  It's Time to Plant—Give it a Try  
For plants to take root and grow, it’s important for the soil to 
be a certain temperature before planting. For most vegeta-
bles, the soil should be between 55°F and 60°F when meas-
ured three inches deep. But before the invention of handy 
gardening implements such as soil thermometers, how was a 
gardener to know? According to fun folklore, farmers used 
their bare posteriors to test soil warmth. If they could sit 
comfortably on the ground, it was time to sow seeds and 
seedlings. To keep peace in your neighborhood, either use a 
soil thermometer or wear shorts this season when you test 
the soil temperature.” 
 

I don’t know about that last one.  It is sure to make you the 
talk of the neighborhood and probably not the way to win 
friends….on the other hand, most of us have trouble  
sitting on the ground and getting back up, so I say, consider 
that hint carefully before  
trying it! 
 

Happy Gardening! 
Magnolia Market 

At the Silos 

https://www.southernliving.com/garden/edible/growing-sweet-potatoes
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/tools/garden-accessories
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/tools/garden-accessories


Monthly minutes continued from page 8 
chat with a MG there who showed her an aging apricot tree planted in years 
past by a priest at the mission. She was able to see eight trees cloned from the 
original tree. 
 

Tina Woods requested B&B committee to stay after meeting for a B&B  
publicity photo. 
Adjournment 
Submitted by Donna Nutt,          
Secretary 

 
CE Program provided by MGs,  

Shirley Smith and Judy Beauford on Tomatoes 
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   Judy and Shirley 

shared their  
experiences and tips 
from AgriLife and 

others.  
 

They work at  
Cultivar Farms in 

Boerne. Last year the 
garden provided 1778 
pounds of produce for 

the local pantry. 
 
 
Photo Credit: 
Pat Wolters 

Only the front row is available as Master Gardeners and students packed into AgriLife  
Classroom for the monthly meeting                                                        


