
 

THE LAST DROP 
 
 
   Kerrville’s annual rainfall measured 15.78” on July 13, 2012. You bet we’d all like more, but that amount far 
exceeds what we got in 2011 — Texas’ driest year on record. 
 
   While Mother Nature is kinder this year, the impact of last year’s drought isn’t over. And, many experts 
predict we are likely to see it happen again.   
 
   Take some time during our hot summer afternoons to read the July 2012 issue of Texas Monthly magazine 
(texasmonthly.com) which has produced a special report titled “The Last Drop: Everything you ever wanted to 
know about water and drought in Texas but were too freaked out, discouraged or parched to ask.” 
 
   The special report consists of a series of articles on Texas and water — or our lack of it.  
 
   “The Writing on the Wall” examines the migrating life of South Texas hunter-gatherers from 4,000 years ago  
who followed animal herds that followed the water. Their rock paintings remain in the Devil’s River Canyon. 
 
   “When the Sky Ran Dry” is the oral history account of surviving ranchers who experienced the infamous 
1950s drought that novelist and agricultural journalist Elmer Kelton poignantly writes about in The Time It 
Never Rained. 
 
   “Between Hell and Texas” is a heartbreaking photographic account of the drought of 2011. After one quick 
look, I decided to staple those pages shut. 
 
   “Drawing Straws” asks how Texas will supply its ever-increasing metropolitan population with adequate 
water. Is this where the fight over water begins? 
 
    “Industrial Evolution” tells that while ranching and farming show the visible damage from drought, the 
Texas industrial economy runs on water. Power plants, factories and refineries use lots of it. Expensive 
desalinization plants allow thirsty industries to tap into unused brackish groundwater. 
 
   While the reading might not be as enjoyable as daydreaming with colorful seed catalogs, spending one or 
two dog days of summer learning about our water issues might make you conserve a little more of our most 
precious resource. So many of us came to the Texas Hill Country from areas with abundant water reserves 
that it’s easy to slip back into old habits when water restrictions ease in our area. 
 
   That’s when we need reminding that Mother Nature is fickle. As Texas Monthly puts it, “Texas has always 
lived life by the drop, just a few dry years away from another serious crisis . . . Look at the past, present and 
future of water and drought in Texas and explore the solutions that give us hope.” 
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